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COLOUREDS’ EXPERIENCE OF THE ELECTION FOR THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The Human Sciences Research Council regularly conducts studies on a wide 
range of social issues among all population groups, including research on family 
planning, education, unemployment, problems concerning the aged, inter-group 
relations, etc. 
 
This survey is concerned with your population group’s experience of the recent 
election of members of the House of Representatives. The aim of the survey is to 
determine the Coloured people’s views on the election as such, the main issues 
relating to the election, the role of the different political parties and candidates, as 
well as your people’s views on the value and significance of the election. The 
information thus obtained can be of great value particularly to researchers 
concerned with the socio-political development of your population group. 
 
For the purpose or this survey, the area in which you live, as well as you yourself, 
has been included at random (and therefore quite coincidentally) in the sample. 
 
Your opinion is important for this type of research, since you speak on behalf of 
thousands of other South Africans who feel the same as you do on certain 
matters. Consequently you do not have to be a specialist or an expert to contribute 
to the research. Your name does not appear on the-questionnaire, nor do you have 
to sign the questionnaire or any other document. Persons who co-operate thus 
remain anonymous, that is, their names will not be disclosed. The information 
that is provided will be treated as strictly confidential; it is processed by a 
computer in such a way that all personal references are erased. 
 
If sufficient data justifying the findings of this research scientifically reliable 
deductions will be published can be obtained 
 
 
CARD NUMBER 1 1 
RECORD NUMBER     2-5 
CO-WORKER NUMBER          6-14 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION A 1 
 
 
1.   Sex? Male 1   
 Female 2  15 
     
2.   Age    16-17 
 
3.   What is your present marital status? 
 
Never married 1   
Married 2   
Divorced/separated 3   
Widow/widower 4  18 
 
 
4.   What do you regard as your language? 
 
Afrikaans 1   
English 2   
Afrikaans and English 3   
Other 
(specify)……………………………… 
 19 
 
 
5.   What is you occupation? 
 
FIELDWORKER: DESCRIBE FULLY WHAT THE RESPONDENT DOES 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 20-21 
 
 
6. What is your highest educational qualification? 
 
Never at school 1   
Std 3 or lower 2   
Std 4 or 5 3   
Std 6 or 7/From I or II/an equivalent qualification, e.g. ETC 4   
Std 8 or 9/Form III or IV/an equivalent qualification, e.g. NTC I or II 5   
Std 10/matric/Form V/an equivalent qualification, e.g. NTC III or IV 6   
Std 10 and 1 or 2 years’ further training (e.g. NTC IV/V, GTC I/II or NDT 7   
Std 10 and 3 or more years’ further training (e.g. B.A., Nat. Dipl. for 
Technicians, H.E.D., B.Arch., HNDT 
8  22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION A 1 
 
7.   To what church of faith do you belong at present? 
 
None 01   
N.G. Sendingkerk 02   
N.G. Ker/Nederduitsch Hervormde Ker/Gereformeerde Kerk 03   
Apostolic Faith Mission 04   
Methodist 05   
Baptist 06   
Anglican 07   
Presbyterian 08   
Roman Catholic 09   
Wesleyan 10   
Congregational 11   
Islam 12   
Hindu 13   
Other (specify)………………………………………………………………………  23-24 
 
 
8.   What is (a) your own gross income (before deductions) per annum and, if you are married, (b) you 
and your husband’s/wife’s joint gross income per annum? 
 
No income (column 25 = 0 
Not married (column 26) = 9 
(a) Own 
income 
(b) Joint 
income 
  
R999 – R3 999 1 1   
R1 000 – R3 999 2 2   
R4 000 – R6 999 3 3   
R7 000 – R9 999 4 4   
R10 000 – R15 000 5 5   
R15 001 – R20 000 6 6   
R20 001 – R25 000 7 7   
R25 001 and more per annum 8 8   
 25 26 25 26 
 
 
SECTION B  
 
9.   Who is the leader of the Labour Party? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………  27 
 
10.   Who is the leader of the People’s Congress Party? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………  28 
 
11.   How many chambers are there in the new Parliament? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………  29 
 
 
SECTION B 1 
 
12.   On what date was the election for your population group held? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………  30 
 
 
SECTION C 1 
 
13.   Are you a registered voter? 
 
Yes 1 Go to Section E 
(Question 18) 
  
No 2 Go to Section D 
(Questions 14-17) 
 31 
 
 
SECTION D 1 
 
[ONLY IF THE RESPONDENT IS A REGISTERED VOTER] 
 
14.   What is the single most important reason why you are not registered as a voter? 
 
N.a. – registered as a voter 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………..    
………………………………………………………………………………………..   32-33 
 
 
15.   Would you have registered as a voter if registration officials had visited you personally at home to 
register you? 
 
N.a. – registered as a voter 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  34 
 
 
16.   Would you have registered as a voter if you had been able to register at work? 
 
N.a. – registered as a voter 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION D 1 
 
17.   Would you have voted on 22 August if you had been registered as a voter? 
 
N.a. – registered as a voter 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  36 
 
GO TO SECTION H 
 
SECTION E: ONLY IF RESPONDENT IS A REGISTERED VOTER 
 
18.   Did you vote during the election on 22 August? 
 
N.a. – not 
registered 
as a voter 
0    
Yes 1 Go to Section F    
No 2 Go to Section G   37 
 
 
SECTION F  ONLY IF RESPONDENT VOTED IN THE ELECTION 
 
19.   What was the single most important reason why you voted? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………..    
………………………………………………………………………………………..   38-39 
 
 
20.   Which party did you vote for? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 0   
Refuse to answer 1   
Labour Party 2   
People’s Congress Party 3   
Freedom Party 4   
Reformed Freedom Party 5   
Independents 6   
Uncertain or do not know 7  40 
 
 
21.   What was the single most important reason why you voted for this party or person? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………..    
………………………………………………………………………………………..   41-42 
 
SECTION F 
 
22.   Which party or organization influenced you the most during the weeks preceding the election to 
participate in the election? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 0   
………………………………………………………………………………………..    
………………………………………………………………………………………..   43 
 
 
23.   Do you feel that the party which you support was given the same opportunities as other parties to 
explain its policy in the media (radio, television and newspapers): 
 
 Radio 
and TV 
News-
papers 
  
N.a. – did not vote 0 0   
Do not read newspapers and/or do not watch TV 1 1   
Yes 2 2   
No 3 3   
Uncertain or do not know 4 4   
Do not support any party 5 5   
 44 45 44 45 
 
 
24.   How actively were you involved in the election campaign of any of the candidates (e.g. fund raising, 
distribution of pamphlets, transporting of voters, holding of house meetings)? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 0   
Was very active and helped often 1   
Was actively involved but did not help much 2   
Was not at all actively involved 3  46 
 
 
25.   Could you easily get to a polling station to vote? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 0   
Yes 1   
No 2  47 
 
 
26.   Did the different parties explain their policy regarding the new dispensation clearly enough so that 
you could choose between them? 
 
N.a. – did not vote 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  48 
 
GO TO SECTION H 
 
 
 
 
SECTION G 1 
 
ONLY IF THE RESPONDENT DID NOT VOTE 
 
27.   What was the single most important reason why you did not vote? 
 
N.a. – voted 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………..    
………………………………………………………………………………………..   49-50 
 
 
28.   Which party or organization influenced you the most during the weeks preceding the election not to 
take part in the election? 
 
N.a. – voted 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………..    
………………………………………………………………………………………..   51-52 
 
 
29.   Did you yourself try to persuade people not to participate in the election? 
 
N.a. – voted 0   
Was very active in persuading people 1   
Did little to persuade people 2   
Did nothing to persuade people 3  53 
 
 
30.   Are you now sorry that you did not vote? 
 
N.a. – voted 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  54 
 
 
SECTION H 1 
 
SHOULD BE ANSWERED BY ALL THE RESPONDENTS 
 
31.   When you think of the election that has just taken place, will you vote in a future election? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION H 1 
 
32.   Some people claim that the United Democratic Front (UDF) acted undemocratically during the 
election. Do you agree or disagree? 
 
Agree, UDF was undemocratic 1   
Disagree, UDF was nor undemocratic 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  56 
 
 
33.   Do you think that the UDF were right or wrong in trying to convince people not to vote in the 
election? 
 
The UDF acted correctly 1   
The UDF acted wrongly 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  57 
 
 
34.   Did the Government do enough to explain to you how the election would work? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  58 
 
 
35.   Did the Government do enough to explain to you how the new system of government with 
parliament will operate? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  59 
 
 
36.   It is sometimes said that the new dispensation still amounts to apartheid for Coloureds and Indians. 
Other people say that Coloureds and Indians are on the threshold of great political progress. What do you 
think? 
 
Still apartheid 1   
Political progress 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION H 1 
 
37.  Which of the media – television, the radio or newspapers, played the greatest role in your decision to 
vote or not to vote? 
 
N.a. – was not registered 0   
None 1   
TV 2   
Radio 3   
Newspapers 4   
All of the equally 5   
Uncertain or do not know 6  61 
 
 
38.   What was your single most important source of information on the arrangements for the election? 
 
None 1   
TV 2   
Radio 3   
Newspapers 4   
Conversations with other people 5   
Political meetings 6   
Pamphlets 7   
Other (specify)  62 
 
 
39.   Which political leader from your population group made the best impression on television during the 
election campaign? (answer this question whether you support the particular candidate or party or not) 
 
N.a. – do not watch television 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………………   
 63-64 
 
 
40.   Which political leader from your population group made the worst impression on television during 
the election campaign? 
 
N.a. – do not watch television 00   
………………………………………………………………………………………………   
 65-66 
 
 
41.   What is the national problem that your chamber in the new Parliament should deal with first? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………   
 67-68 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION H 1 
 
42.   Now that the election is over, which law should in your opinion be scrapped first of all? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………   
 69-70 
 
 
PROJECT NUMBER               SDAE01R004  71-80 
CARD NUMBER 2  1 
   2-5 
 
 
43.   If today you had to elect a person from any population group as President of the RSA, who would 
you choose? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………   
 6-7 
 
 
44.  Do you think that the Coloureds elected to the new Parliament have enough support to speak on 
behalf of the whole Coloured population? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain do not know 3  8 
 
 
45.   Did you attend any political meetings during the past three months including house meetings? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2 Go to Question 46 9  
 
 
46.   Why not? 
 
N.a. – answered YES to Question 45 00   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 10-11 
 
 
47.   How often did representatives of a group or party visit you at home in connection with the election? 
 
Not visited by anyone 1   
Visited often (at least 3 times) 2   
Seldom visited (twice at most) 3  12 
 
IF THE RESPONDENT ANSWERED YES TO QUESTION 47:  
 
 
 
 2 
 
48.   Which group or party visited you the most? 
 
N.a. – answered NO to Question 47 00   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 13-14 
 
 
49.   Did any person or group personally try to threaten or intimidate either you yourself or members of 
your family not to vote? 
 
Yes 1 Go to Question 50  
No 2  15 
 
 
50.   Who do you think was behind the threats and intimidation? 
 
N.a. – was not threatened 00   
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 16-17 
 
 
51.  Was any member of your own family threatened in order to influence you not to vote? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2  18 
 
 
52.   Do you think that your people will be better or worse off now that you have representatives in 
Parliament? 
 
Better 1   
Worse 2   
Matters will stay as they are 3   
Uncertain or do not know 4  19 
 
 
53.   Did more or less people vote than you thought would vote? 
 
More voted 1   
Less voted 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  20 
 
 
54.   Did you vote during the last election of your local management committee? 
 
N.a. – too young 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  21 
 
 2 
 
55.   Did you vote during the last election of the former Coloured Persons’ Representative Council 
(CRC)? 
 
N.a. – too young 0   
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  22 
 
 
56.   Are you in favour of compulsory military service for our people now that we have our own 
representatives in Parliament? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  23 
 
IF RESPONDENT ANSWERED NO TO QUESTION 56 
 
57.   What should the new Government do before you will accept compulsory military service for your 
people? 
 
N.a. – answered YES to Question 56 00   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 24-25 
 
 
 
58.   Are you in favour of blacks being admitted to the new Parliament in the same way as your 
population group has been admitted? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  26 
 
 
59.   If the blacks were admitted to the new Parliament as we are being admitted now, do you think that 
the blacks would use their numbers to take over the Government? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2 
 
60.   In the new Parliament the coloureds, Indians and whites are represented according to their numbers. 
If the blacks later also got representation, must they also be represented in the new parliament according 
to their numbers? 
 
Yes 1   
No 2   
Uncertain or do not know 3  28 
 
 
61.   Which newspaper do you read most often? 
 
N.a. – do not read any newspapers 00   
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 29-30 
 
IF THE RESPONDENT INDICATED THAT HE/SHE READS A NEWSPAPER 
 
62.   How often do you read political reports in the newspapers? 
 
N.a. – do not read any newspapers 0   
Regularly 1   
Often 2   
Seldom 3   
Never 4  31 
 
 
63.   How often do you listen to news broadcasts on the radio? 
 
N.a. – do not listen to the radio 0   
Regularly 1   
Often 2   
Seldom 3   
Never 4  32 
 
 
64.   How often do you watch the news programmes on television? 
 
GO TO QUESTION 66 N.a. – do not watch television 0   
 
GO TO QUESTION 65 
Regularly 1   
Often 2   
Seldom 3   
Never 4  33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2 
 
RESPONDENTS WHO WATCH TELEVISION 
 
65.   Indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements: 
 
  Agree Uncertain/ 
do not know 
Disagree   
[a] Enough television time was devoted to 
programmes on the election 
1 2 3  34 
[b] The information given on television was so 
complex that ordinary people could not 
understand it 
1 2 3  35 
[c] The television programmes stated only the 
Government’s point of view with regard to the 
new dispensation (new Parliament) 
1 2 3  36 
[d] The television programmes treated all the 
parties involved in the election the same 
1 2 3  37 
 
66.   How often do you talk with other people about the country’s major political issues and problems? 
 
Regularly 1   
Often 2   
Seldom 3   
Never 4  38 
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I  THE UNDERSIGNED HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE RESPONDENT WAS ASKED ALL THE 
QUESTIONS IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE DURING THE INTERVIEW. 
 
 
SIGNATURE: CO-WORKER…………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
